
NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.
COL. BENTON'S HISTORY.

Election 0/President by the Iloute ofRepresen Wives.
Ouc of the latest extracts from Col. Benton's

book, published by the New York Evening Post, is
in relation to the election of President by the House
of Representatives in 1825. After speaking briefly
of the remarkable and protracted contest of 1800-
1801, between Jefferson and Burr, which finally
resulted in the choiec of Jefferson and defeat of
Burr, Mr. Benton proceeds :

The second Presidential election in the House of.Ke.
presentatives was after the lapse of a quarter of a cen-

tury and under the ariftnded constitution, which earned
the three highest on the list to the House when no one

had a majority of the electoral totes. Gen. Jackson
Mr. John Quincy Adams, and Mr. William H. ^rawfor
were the three, their respective Totes being Vt9, 84, 41;
and in this case a second struggle took place between the
theory of the constitution and the democratic principle,
and with eventual defeat to the opposers of that principle,
though temporarily successful. Mr. Adams was elected,
though Gen. Jackson was the choice of the people, having
received the greatest number of votes, and being undoubt¬
edly the second choice Of several States whose votes Lad
been given to Mr. Crawford and Mr. Clay, (at the genera
election.) The representatives from some of these States
gave the vote of the State to Mr. Adams, upon the argu¬
ment that he was best qualified for the station, and that
it was dangerous to our institutions to elect a military
chieftain.an argument which assumed a guardianship
over She people, and implied the necessity of a superior
intelligence to guide them for their own good. The elec¬
tion of Mr. Adams was perfectly constitutional, and as

auch fully submitted to by the people; but it was also a

violation of the demos krateo principle; and that violatuw
was signal!* rebuked. All the representatives who voted
against the will of their constituents lost their favor, an

disappeared from publie life. The representation in the
House of Representatives was largely changed at thefiist
general election, and presented a full opposition to the
new President. Mr. Adams himself was injured by it,
and at the ensuing Presidential election was beaten by
General Jackson more than two to one-178 to 83. Mr.

Clay who took the lead iu the House for Mr. Adams, and
afterwards 'took upon himself the mission of reconciling
the people to his election in a series of public speeches,
was himself crippled in the effort, lost his place m the
Democratic party, joined the Whigs, (then called National
Republicans,) and has since presented the disheartening
spectacle of a former great leader figuring at the head of
his ancient foes in all their defeats, and lingering.on their
rear in their victories. The Democratic principle was

azain victor over the theory of the constitution, and great
.nd good were the results that ensued. It vindicated the
demos in their right and their power, and showed that
thepreflx to the constitution, " We, the people, do ordain
and establish," &c., may also be added to its administra¬
tion, showing them to be as able to administer as to make
that instrument. It re-established parties upon the basis
of principle, and drew anew party lines, then Anost ob¬
literated under the fusion of parties during tht " era of
good feelings," and the efforts of the leading men to make
personal parties for themselves. It showed the conser-

rative power of our Government to lie in the people
more than in its constituted authorities. It showed that

they were capable of exercising the functions of self-gov¬
ernment. It assured the supremacy of democracy for a

long time, and until temporarily lost by causes to be
abown in their proper place. Finally, it was a caution to

all public men against future attempts to govern Presi¬
dential elections in the House of Representatives.

It is no port of the object of this " Thirty Years' \ lew

to dwell upon the conduct of individual?, except as show¬
ing the causes and the oonsequences of events; and, un¬

der this aspect, it becomes the gravity of history to tell
that, in these two struggles for the election of President
those who struggled against the democratic principle lost
their places on the political theatre, the mere voting
members being put down in their States and districts, and
the eminent actors forever ostracued from the high ob¬

ject of their ambitioll. A subordinate cause may have
had its effect, and unjustly, in prejudicing the public mind
.gainst Mr. Adams and Mr. Clay. They had been politi¬
cal adversaries, co-operated in the election, and went in o

the Administration together. Mr. Clay received the office
of Secretary of State from Mr. Adams, and this gave rise

to the imputation of a bargain between them.
It came within my knowledge, (for I was then intimate

with Mr. Clay,) long before the election, and probably be¬
fore Mr. Adams knew it himself, that Mr. Clay intende
to support him against Gen. Jackson, and for the
afterwards averred in his public speeches. I made 1

known when occatiens required me to speak of it, an

in the presence of Wends of the impugned parties^ I
went into the newspapers upon the information of these
friends, and Mr. Clay made me his acknowledgments for
it in a letter, of which this is the exact copy:

"Ihave received a paper published on the Jdlh jI ezinaton in Virginia, in which u contained an article Hat

m-*../
dmbelief ofa charge injuriout tome, touching t
dential election, and that I had
.nrnlltj before the 15th of December, 1824, my aeterminalTS'ffSTjSL ind ».<m J"kn- ,lamina that the publication vat *cith your authority,
cannot deny the expret.ion of proper ackmvUf9^'the tense of jutlic* which hat prompted you to render
voluntary and faithful lettimony."

This letter, of which I now have the original, was dated
at Washington city, December 6th, 1827, that is to say,
in the very heat and middle of the canvass m which Mr.

Adams was beaten by Gen. Jackson, and when the testi¬

mony could be of most service to him. It went the
rounds of the papers, and was quoted and relied upon in

debates in Congress, greatly to the dissatisfaction of many
of my own party. There is no mistake in the date or the
f*rt I left Washington the 15th of December on a visit
to i».y father-in-law, Col. James McDowell, of Rockbridge
count,, Virginia, where Mrs. llenton then wa«, and it was

before I Hft Washington that I learned from Mr. Clay him-
melf that hw intention was to support Mr. Adams. I
told this at that time to Col. McDowell and any friends
that chanced to be present. I told it as my belief to Mr.
Jeffesaon on Christmas evening »f the same year, when
returning to Washington, and making a call on thatillus.
trious man at his scat, Mont*«llo ; and believing then that
Mr. Adams would be elected, and, from the MMtsitj of
the case, would have to itoke up a mixed Cabinet, I ex¬

pressed that belief to Mr. Jefferson, using the term, fami¬
liar in English bisUry, of " br~d bottomed;" and asked
him how it wonU do ? He answered, " Not at
never socceed^would ruin all engaged in it." .". */ ay
told his inUOtions to others of his friends from an ear y
period, fcnt, as they remained his friends, their testimony
was bat little heeded. Even my ewn, in the violence ol
pa»ty, and from my relationship to Mrs. Clay, seemed to
fcave but little effect. The imputatien of "bargain
stuck, and doubtless bad an influence in the election. In
fact, the cireumstanees of the whole affair.previous an¬
tagonism befween the parties, actual support in the elec¬
tion, and acceptance of high office.made up a cafe
against Messrs. Adams and Clay which it was hardly safe
for public men to create and to brave, however strong in
their own consciousness of integrity. Still, the great
objection to the election of Mr. Adams was in the viola¬
tion of the principle demot krateo; and in the questionwhich it raised of the capacity of the demot to choose a
safe President for themselves. A letter which I wrote to
the representative from Missouri, hefore he gave the vote
of the State to Mr. Adnms, and which was published im¬
mediately afterwards, placed the objection upon this highgrouftd; and upon it the battle was mainly fought and
won. It was a victory of principle, and should not be
disparaged by the admission of an unfounded and subor¬
dinate cause.

This Presidential election of 1824 is remarkable under
another aspect.ae having put an end to the practice of
caucus nomination for the Presidenty by members of Con-
gross. Xhi$ mode of concentrating public opinion began

to be practised as the eminent men of the revolution, to
whom public opinion awarded a preference, were passing
away, and when new men, o£.more equal pretensions, were

coming upon the stage. It was tried several times with
success and genera! approbation, public sentiment having
been followed, and not led, by the caucus. It wo# at¬

tempted iu 1824, uud failed, the friends of Mr. Crawford
only attending.others not attending, not from any re-

puguance to the practice, as their previous oonduet had
shown, but because it was known that Mr. Crawford had
the lurgest number of friends in Congress, and would as¬

suredly receive the nomination. All the rest, therefore,
refused to go into it; all joined in opposing the "caucus

candidate," as Mr. Crawford was called; all united in

painting the intrigue and corruption of theee caucus nomi¬
nations, and the anomaly of members of Congress joining
iu them. Dy their joint efforts thoy succeeded, and just¬
ly, in the fact though not in the motive, in rendering these

Congress caucus nominations odious to the people, and
broke them down. They were dropped, and a different
mode of concentrating public opinion was adopted.that
of party nominations by conventions of delegates from the
States. This worked well at first, the will of the people
being strictly obeyed by the delegates, and the majority
making the nomination. But it .quickly degenerated,
and became obnoxious to all the objections to Congress
caucus nominations, and many others besides. Members
of Congress still attended them either as delegates or as

lobby managers. Persons attended as delegates who
had no constituency. Delegates attended upon equivocal
appointments. Double sets of delegates sometimes came

from the same State, and either were admitted or repulsed,
as suited the views of the majority. Proxies were invented.
Many delegates attended with the sole view of establish¬
ing a claim for office, and voted accordingly. The two-
thirds rule was invented, to enablo the minority to con¬

trol the majority; and the whole proceeding became
anomalous and irresponsible, and subversive of the will of
the people, leaving them no more coutrol over the nomi¬
nation than the subjects of kings have over the birth of
theohild which is born to rule over th»a*- King caucus

is as potent as any other king in this respect; for who¬
ever gets the nomination.no matter how effected.be¬
comes the candidate of the party, from the necessity of
union against the opposite party, and from the indisposi¬
tion of the great States to go into the House of Repre¬
sentatives to be balanced by the small ones. This is the
mode of making Presidents, practised by both parties now.
It is the virtual election ! and thus the election of the
President and Vice President of the United States has
passed.not only from the college of electors to which
the constitution confided it, and from the people to whom
the practice under the constitution gave it, and from the
House of Representatives which the constitution provided
as ultimate arbiters, but has gone to an anomalous, irre¬
sponsible body, unknown to law or constitution, unknown
to the early ages of our Government, and of which a large
proportion of the members composing it, and a much

larger proportion of interlopers attending it, have nether
view either in attending or in promoting the nomination
of any particular man than to get one elected who will
enable them to eat of tho public crib? who will give them
a key to the public crib. The evil is destructive to the
rights and sovereignty of the people and to the purity
of elections. The remedy is in the application of the
democratic principle, the people to vote direct for Presi¬
dent and Vice President, aud a second election to be held
immediately between the two highest, if no one has a ma¬

jority of the whole number on the first trial. But this
would require an amendment of the constitution, not to
be effected but by a concurrence of two-thirds of each
House of Congress and the sanction of three-fourths of
the States.a consummation to which the strength of the
people has not yet been equal, but of which there is no

reason to despair. The great parliamentary reform in
Great Britain was only carried after forty years of con¬

tinued, annual, persevering exertion. Our constitutional
reform, in this point of the Presidential flection, may
require but a few years; in the meanwhile I am for the
people to select as well as elect their candidate^, and for a

reference to the House to choose one out of three present¬
ed by the people, instead of a caucus nomination of whom
it pleased. The House of Representatives is no longer
the small and dangerous electoral collcge that it once was.

Instead of thirteen States, ,we now have thirty-one : in¬
stead of sixty-five Representatives, we now have above two
hundred. Responsibility in the House is now well estab¬
lished, and political ruin and personal humiliation at¬

tend thn violation of tho will of the State. No man could
be elected now, or endeavor to be elected, (after the ex¬

perience of 1800 and 1825,) who ia not at the head of the
list, and the choice of a majority of the Union. The
lesson, of .those times would deter imitation, and the
democratic principle would again crush all that Were in¬
strumental in thwarting the public will. There is no

longer the former danger from the House of Representa¬
tives, nor any thing in it to justify a previous resort to
such assemblages as our national conventions have got to
be. The House is legal and responsible, which the con¬

vention is not, with a better chance for integrity, as hav¬
ing been actually elected by the people, and more restrain¬
ed by position, by public opinion, and a clause in the
constitution from the acceptance of office from the man

they elect. It is the constitutional umpire; and, until the
constitution is amended, I am for acting upon it as it is.

CRIMES AND CASUALTIES.

Horrible Aitair..The Ironton Times of the 13th ul¬
timo says : We ^understand that a man by the name of
Daniel Swim, at Catlettaburgh, Kentucky, at breakfast
yesterday morning, from some slight imaginary wrong,
attacked his wife in the most brutal manner, knocking her
down with a chair, kicking three of her ribs loose from
the body, and otherwise injuring her so thatjshe is not ex¬

pected to live. lie was immediately arrested and ironed.
He first became a brute by intoxication.
A Swindlir..A man named Gotman, engaged a long

time as a custom-house broker, enjoying the confidence
and business of a large portion of oar foreign importing
houses, absconded last Thursday morning from New York
with about $100,000 belonging to the Union Bank. Messrs.
Spees, Christ k Co. and several others suffer to the
amount of $5,000 to $10,000 each. Gutman left a wife
and a large family of children.

Miss Coombs, of Clark county, Indiana, has recovered
a verdict of $5,000 damages against B. Waller, of Car¬
roll county, Kentucky, for a breach of promise of mar¬

riage under aggravating circumstances.
A Cahphicjik AocmxKT.Fatal RBfli'i.T.-~Mary Ann

Holmes, who was burnt by tlio explosion of a camphene
lamp on Thursday night, died yesterday morning. Coro¬
ner Wilhelm held an inquest on the deceased, and a ver¬
dict of death by burns received accidentally by the ex¬

plosion of a fluid lamp was rendered. Mrs. Murphy, it
appears, had just filled the lamp, and was in the aot of
lighting it when the accident occurred. The deoeased
handed^her the match with which she made the light. Mrs.
Murphy and her husband wers also burnt by the same

casualty.
~ George Spriggs, aged upwards of 80 years, hnng him-
self in his orchard at Vernon, New York. He thought he
was ripe.
On Sunday last, near Midd'etown, Ohio, a meteoric

stone, about the size of a man's head, with a fiery train
two yards long, was seen by several persons, somo

hundred yards in the air, which exploded with the noise
of artillery.

Mitchell January, aged nineteen years, dOTe from a

stump into the creek in Vergesnes, Vermont, struck
against a log, and broke his neck.
Two attempts were made in Norfolk, on Thursday

night last, to fire the house of the British consul, Mr. G.
f. R. James. Fortunately the fire in both instances
was discovered in time to prevent its progress.
Oar at PrKii.Remabkablk Escape..Early thismnrn-

ing Mr. Amory Amadou thought he would take a walk.
an<l struck off in the direction of Goodman street, to the
railroad crossing. Just as he got there, a woman, with
a small child upon the seat with her, drove up. and as the
buggy crossed the first rail of the true it, both the shafts
kocntne detached from the vehicle, leaving it, with the
woman and child, standing on the track. At this point
oftime the lightning train was not more than sixty rods from
the vehicle; nevertheless, Mr. Amsden grappled it, and4
threw it from the track just in tima to clear the train. A
moment later and the destruction of the parties would
havo bOen inevitable..Rochtnter Adt-erfum

Dp. Cox, speaking of persons who profess to do a greatdeal for religion .without really possessing any, says they
resemble Noah's oarpenters, who built a ship In which
other people were saved, although they were drowned
themselves.

WASHINGTON.
Liberty and Union, now and forever, one and

inseparable."

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 1853;

It is understood that PoiUP B. Key, Esq. baa
been appointed United States Attorney for the Dis¬
trict of Columbia, in the place of Philip It. Fen-
pall, the late able incumbent. Mr. Key filled the
office formerly, under Mr. Polk's Administration, to
the general satisfaction of the public, personally and
professionally.
We are glad to find, in a letter from the intelli¬

gent Washington Correspondent of the Philadelphia
Inquirer, a contradiction of a story which obtained
rery general circulation in the public prints, not

long since, tending to bring into discredit the official
deportment of the esteemed Minister of Russia. We
read the story with regret at the time it lirst appear¬
ed, because it was so much at variance with the
marked propriety which we have always understood
to distinguish the deportment of M. de Bodisoo
during his long residence near our Government, and
we copy the contradiction of it the more readily from
having had at the time some reason to believe that
the gentleman who communicated it to the press
had been misinformed:

Extract from the Letter, dated 8d instant:
"At this seas<)ji we, of course, are very dull here, and,

now that the cutting off of beads has been pretty nearly
completed, we are almost deprived of interesting items
for subjects of communication NcrtwiiKotinidjna *tio,
however, there are Washington letter-writers who never

fail to find something piquant, and if they have not facts
for the foundation will draw upon their fancy, even

though they have to contradict their own statements by
the next telegraph or the next mail; though, where these
misstatements ore not of a nature that renders their con¬

tradiction necessary, it is not often made.
" What I object to, and what every man of proper feel¬

ings should object to, is the manner in which some of
these writers for what I coll the ferret press dive into and
expose private affairs. Last winter I recollect some little
question of etiquette between the French Minister and
his host at the private table of the latter.which really
amounted to nothing, and passed off in good humor.was
bruited over the whole nation in most exaggerated terms,
and made a matter of important gossip; and recently M. de

Bodisco, the Russian Minister, wfts represented as having
called at an early hour on the Sabbath morning upon Mr.
Maucy, at his private residence,' with the Union in his
hands, and in the most towering passion complained of an
article in it respecting Austria and the Kosta affair*, and
that Mr. Ma&cy coolly told him the American Government
wert not responsible for eJitorial remarks in the Union,
or in any other journal; but that, as regarded the article
in question, the Administration did entertain the same

views as it expressed. Now, the whole of this was the
purest possible fiction, without any other foundation than
the mere fact that Mr. Bodisco did call upon Mr. Makoy
on that day, and joined him at his breakfast table, where
he spent half an hour in pleasant agreeable chat; but
he neither took the Union paper in his hand, or made any
allusion to it, or had the least discussion or the least un¬

pleasant word with the Secretary. The party who set the
story afloat probably saw Mr? B. alight from his carriage
and go into the house of the Secretary, and, having noted
the article in the Union, he imagined all the rest of the
talo. The very story carries its own contradiction ; for
what had Mr. Bodisco to do with an attack on Austria?
How derogatory to Mr. Mabcy to suppose, even if such
an interview had occurred, that he would violate all offi-
cial dcoorum as well as private hospitality by making pub-
lie such a transaction at his own table, to say nothing of
the known courtesy and undeviatingly correct oondact of
Mr. Bodisco, who, as an excellent and experienced diplo¬
matist, would never have travelled out of his course to
meddle with a business which did not concern him or his

nation, and particularly to have done so in the violent
and ungentlemanly manner in which it was stated he act¬

ed. I know from the best authority that the version I

give above as to the facts of the case is strictly correct,
and that Mr. liaicT himself was greatly vexed and an¬

noyed by the publication j yet this misrepresentation has

gone through the length and the breadth of the land un¬

contradicted, and at this moment is credited as a fact by
ninety-nine out of a hundred of the community.

" These attacks upon foreign representatives are pecu¬
liarly ungenerous, for their hands arc tied, and they can¬

not come forward to defend themselves as a private citixen
could, and all such attempts to bring them into disfavor
or ridicule, and particularly by false statements, should
be frowned down."

Gem. Cass avo th* Fhekch Mission..The telegraphic
despatches of some of our daily papers agree in reporting
that the mission to France has been offered by the Presi¬
dent to Qen. Cass. If the office Bbould be accepted, it
will give the amiable and veteran politician an opportu¬
nity of presenting to the public another work on Franco,
its Sovereign and Court, adapted to the present state of

things in that country..AVu- York Evening Pott.

We are glfcd to learn that A. D. Davis, Esq., President
of the Montgomery J'lnnk or Turnpike Company, conclud¬
ed on Monday last a contract for the whole work, extend¬
ing from the northern line of the District of Columbia to

Brookeville, Montgomery county, Maryland, on very ad¬
vantageous terms and considerably within the estimate of
the engineer of the company. The work is to commence
on the 15th instant, and be completed by or before the
1st of September, 1854.

Our distinguished countryman, Lieut. Mai**v, of Wash¬
ington, recently arrived in Europe, is attracting to a large
and flattering degree the public attention in Europe. The
London journals have already apprised yon of his recep¬
tion in England. This morning's Moniltvr contains on its
first page a complimentary notice of the new edition (the
fifth) of his IMrectioni for Sailort; and gives notice that a

copy of the very valuable work is deposited in one of the
public offices in the rue Varrnnes, for the convenience of
all who may be disposed to examine it. Lieut. Macby
arrived yesterday morning at Brussels. The newspaper
notice announcing the fact adds: "This distinguished
officer has come to meet at Brussels delegates from the

European navies, assembled for the adoption of a uniform
mode of meteorological and nautical observations. The
Congress will be opened the 234 of this month at 11 A.M.,
in one of the rooms of the Hotel of the Minister of the In-
terior, which that functionary has been pleased to desig-
nate for this purpose to Lieut Mait*t."

[ Fart* Corrftyondenre Ntw York Courier and Enquirer.
Amiaiqkmkkt or Jrixt* Funn, or rnit Crimijcai.

ComT.Cask Continued, ash niao in $500 Bail..This
morning, at 10 o'clock, Judge Flinn was brought into the
Police Court, before Judge Spooner, on a charge of an

assault and battery on John Jolliffe. After the reading
of the information, Judge Flinn stated to the Court that
he was under recognizance to appear before Esquire
Chidsey this afternoon at 2 o'clock, before whom he had
entered a plea of guilty, and the case was left open to
ancertain the extent of the crime. He did not think fhe
Polio* Court had jurisdiction in the case, and would not
therefore make any plea as to the charge in the informa¬
tion. The Prosecuting Attornev contended that the
Court eould trj the case, and cited numerous authorities.
Numerous statements were made, pto and eon, as to the
real condition ot* the ease. Mr. Dickson wns willing to
continue the case thro«i?h courtesy, but not as as a right,
without there was « better showing.
Judge Flinn replied thst he did not ask any courtesy,

and wished it so understood by the Court.
Judge Spooner remarked that where there had not been

» plea of guilty or not guilty, or a plea in bar of a former
acquittal or conviction, th/s C#nrt on the affidavit must
take cognizance of the case, .^d would continue the ca«e

until next Monday afternoon, ftt f o'clock, and require
Judge Flthn to ^ive $500 bail i'w his appearance. The
court room was densely crowded, if-nd much interest was
manifested..Cincinnati Evening Aflat!

THE MISSION TO CHINA.

Ve find the annexed statement in the editorial
column of the New York Courier & Enquirer, and
give it for what it is worth. Had we found it in
some other papers, or merely in a Washington
letter, we should hardly have thought it worth copy¬
ing. We know not what it means :

Fomticai. Affaibs..It is a little singular that the
Unim should officially announce the appointment of Hon.
R. J. WAiK.ua to the Chinese mission at the very time
when It first becomes known that he has declined it, and
is about to engage in undertakings the very opposite of
diplomatic employments. Mr. Walkke has no design
whatever of going to China. The Btate of his health, and
th* imbecility of the Qovernment, as evinced in its failure
to furnish him any suitable means of conveyance, alike
preclude his departure upon that mission. We learn,
honev*r, that Mr. Walker will bring his admitted ta¬
lents to bear for the interests of tliecouutry in a ditlereut
sphere, but in u not less effective manner..X. !'¦ Courier.

The Union notices the foregoing, but does not con¬

tradict it, so that the public is left to infer that the
statement is true. The Union favors us with no

explanation of the cause of Mr. Walker's relin¬
quishment of the mission, but in lieu thereof abuses
theiWhig Administration for leaving to its succes¬

sors so defective a steam navy. The Courier, we

think, did the present Administration injustice in
attributing to " imbecility " the not furnishing a

war jtcanier to conrcy Mr. Walker to China, be¬
cause the public service had required the employ¬ment^ all the disposable national steamers on

othcilduty; and, as wo have before had occasion
to retiark, the Government found it exceedingly
difficult, and not until ufur many months' delay, tyi
man feU® steamers plaoed m commission. Although
the Secretary of the Navy is, according to a

Washington letter-writer for the Richmond En¬
quirer, " doing wonders to build up a steam navj ,

still it is not the work of a day j and, not doubting
that he is doing his best, these " wonders," according
to the same writer, consist merely in having " adver¬
tised for proposals to repair the steamer San Jacin¬
to." It is not less unfair, however, for the Union
to blame the Whig Administration for not bequeath¬
ing a more efficient steam navy to its successor j
and the reproach will appear singularly unfortunate
when it is recollected that for our most efficient
steamships.nay, for almost our entire steam navy
the country is indebted to Whig Administrations.
If it is not as efficient as it ought to be, the
blame belongs to the Democratic party, which had
the control in Congress during the last four years,
and refused to grant the appnopriations asked by
the Executive to put the Navy on a more respecta¬
ble footing.
A great Pacific railroad company, at the head of which,

it is said, are Erastus Corning, Siirn ou Draper, and other
capitalists, is organizing iu New \ork. The object is

to provide a 6ubstantiul six feet guage road from .\ew
York to the Pacific ocean, running through St. Eouis,
Missouri, Arkansas, Texas, Northern Mexico, and Cali¬
fornia. The estimated cost is $100,000,000, which is to
be the capital of the company. It is said t'oat thirteen oi
the most responsible contractors of the United States
have ofterea to build 100 miles each on the r*ute abpve
described, and to take in payment fifty per ceut. cash,
twenty-five per cent, in the bonds of the company, ana

twenty-five per cent, in its stock.. L nion.

Am. at "oke Full Swoop..We are informed of a sin¬
gular mortality iu the New Orleans ass<*iate office of the
mercantile agency of Wm. Goodrich & Co., of this ci y.
All the clerks died successively and then the agent, lne
doors were locked up by the porter, a colored man who
also dieJ the day after lie had telegraphed the state or,
things to the principal office..Philadelphia Lc.njtr.

Ciscikkatj, Seitembkb. 2..Another probable murder
took place in our city last evening. As near aa we could
learn, the facts are that a difficulty haa for anumta-of
months existed \>Hwecn the family of James C. Hall and
the family of which l)r. Ames U a member, which tyrofamilies rMide in houses nearly adjoining, on kour.u,
near ^ik#street. Last evening Mr. Hall, while panning
Dr. Ames, both of whom were on their way home, was
accosted with, .. You are a d d rascal and scoundrel.
Hall turned, and Ames approached him with a sword-cane
elevated Hall then struck Ames, and a fight ensued,
during which Dr. A. drew a sword-cane, and made seve¬
ral eflortt to cut Hall, but succeeded only in cutting him
on the nose, and several times on one of his hands. Ames
getting the advantage, Hall released himself and retreat¬
ed. Ames followed him op; and when within three or

feur paces drew a pistol and fired, the ball entering im¬

mediately below the floating rib, on the right side, and
passed through into the liver, to the depth of about four
niches. Hall fell, and Ames fired a second timo, but the
bail missed him. Dr. A. then retreated towards home
but was afterwards arrested. Ames when arrested had
on his person four double-barrelled pistols three of which
were loaded, and his sword cane, which was

with blood. Just before being arrested he stood on the
sidewalk in front of Hall's residence, and attenng a uum^ber of oaths, declared that he intended to kill the d- d
rascal A crowd soon collected, and such was the ex¬

citement that had not Ames retreated soon to his house,
and immediately been arrested by the officers, the! all¬
iens would have taken him by violence, and probably
handled him very roughly.

Hall recovered himself, and walked home. Drs. Ed¬
wards Dandridge, and Foster were called, who probed the
wound for the ball, but failed in finding it. |

Ilall was seixed with sickness at the stomach. His
physicians pronounced his case hopeless and Mr. Hall
belirvinc that he could not recover, asked to make a

statement of the affair, which he did to Dr. Edwards, the

Tm7l\tJc\ocTkr. Hall had slept some, had less nausea,
and appeared to suffer less pain. At 2 o'clock he was

.till vomiting freely and suffering intense pain. His phy¬
sicians decide the indications strongly against him, and
the possibility of his recovery extremely doubtful.

Jack axd thk Chinamen..We were amused a few
evenings since, while rambling down Long Wharf, to ob¬
serve a scene between a sailor and three Chinamen. A
clipper ship just from sea was hauling in, and one of the
crew was ordered by the mate to carry a lino to a pile-
head on the wharf. Jack jumped into the boat, and
briskly sculling, with the end of the line in his teeth,
caught hold of the pile beneath the wharf, and looking
up, found that the tide was too low to admit of his reach¬
ing. Three Chinese had been attentively watching the
gradual approAch of the ship, with the attendant noise
of orders and replies, the rattle of capstans, windlasses,
and pawls. They were suddenly aroused from their re¬

verie by the gruff voice of the sailor, asking them to take
the end of the line. " Ki! yar! ya! ya!" answered the
Celestials, and held out their hands for the coil which
Jack prepared to throw. "Look out!" he shouted, and
away flew the coil heavy with salt water, and shot from
the arm of thia Ben Holt like a shell from a mortar.
The coil struck two of the three full in the face, and in¬
stead of holding on to it, they retired in haste, shaking
the water from their silk garments, as we have seen a

cat shake her paws after treading on a wet floor. The
conscquenoe was, that the end went overboard as quick
as thought, and the enraged sailor sculled back to the
ship to recover it again. John Chinaman thought this
excellent fun, and when the boat returned to the wharf
Jack repeated the request, adding a few epithets in Chi¬
nese, showing that he had seen salt water before that
voyage, and knew his customers. The result was, that
thev not only allowed the coil to go oyrboard again, but
with true Chinese instinct began to pelt the sailor with
brickbats. We now thought it time to come to the rescue.
We reached down and gave Jack a helping hand. Fum¬
ing and swearing with rage, he was up the post in a

twinkling, and in leas time than we could take to tell it
three Celestials were sprawling upon the wharf in an ad¬
mirable confusion of pig tails, silk frocks, almond eyes,
wooden shoes, and yellow plush breeches. Having vent¬
ed his spite on them, he turned to us and said, " A good
licking does these fellows more good than possum fat and
hominy does a nigger," after which classical assertfon
he shinned down into the boat, and soon returned with
the line, which wc mado fast for him. The Celestials
had meanwhile decamped..California. H'Aiy.

Tnr. RARmiTtn MATcnun..At a late quarter session! a man

was brought ap by a farmer An l aceuaed of stealing some
duck*. The i\nner said he^mtld know thiru any where,
and went on to tieseribe their peculiarity. " Why," said the
counsel fw the prisoner, " they oan't bo such a rare breed; I [
have some like them in my yard." " That's very likely, sir,"
*aid the farmer. " they are net the docks I have had stolen
lately."

7I

FROM THE FISHING GROUNDS.

Gloucester, (Mass.) September 5.
The clipper soliooner 44 Oread," Capt. Montgomery, ar¬

med from the Bay of St. Lawrence on Saturday, the 3d
Instant. We have the following news from the captain of
the Oread:
About two weeks ago, while Captain Montgomery was

on his way home, he came to anchor olf the mouth of
Fox river, the wiud blowing Yery strong at the time. All
at once 11. M. cutter stationed there neared the schooner,
rau up her flag, and fired three rouuds of blauk cartridges
at the Oread. Capt. M., being a little alarmed, imine»
diately ordered his crew to cut the cable away, which was

done, and, haviDg his sails up, he bore away. The cut¬
ter gave chase, but could not catch the ^ ankee craft.
Capt. Montgomery lost about twelve fathoms of new ca¬
ble. Saw at anchor an American war vesafcl off Point
Musco a week ago.probably the Decatur or Fultoa.

Capt. Montgomery states that Capt. Campbell, of II. M.
steamer " Devastation," has left that vessel, he having
been promoted to a sixty-gun ship. This was done about
the time of the seizure of the " Star Light,'' and it is Baid
that this is tho reason he was anxious to get the care of
that vessel cleared at once off his handB. The first lieu¬
tenant has taken charge of the Devastation, and it Is
stated that he is a better man for our fishermen than
Campbell.

Mackerel are very scarce, and there arc but one or two
Cape Cod vessels now in the " Bay," all having left on
account of the vigilance of the British cruiser, and there
being no mackerel outside the proscribed limits.

[Correspondence Uo&ton Traveller.

OVER-TRADING.
FROM THE ROCHESTER AMERICAN.

In the London Economist of the 13th of August is pub¬lished a set of tables containing a classification of tho ex¬
ports of the chief articles of manufacture, distinguishing

. ,u;rr.a tu VilCU or tho* * \
kets of the world from London, Liverpool, Bristol, Hull;
and the Clyde, from 1st of January to 2d Jnly, 1853, com¬
pared with the same periods in 1802. In the tables, as
might be expected, the United States figures conspicuous¬
ly. Here are the figures :

1852. 1853-
|Cotton twist, lbs 51,SGI 21Mo9

Thread ..do 003,058 990,6u4
Plain calicoes, yards ! 9,664,721 28,0o9,292
Printed do I 24,570,262 53,086,619
Cambrics, &c. do 1,304,629 l,595,22->
Plain cottons do 538,205 1,000,140
Lace, &c. do 4,7!5'S ' ol'ro?Counterpanes, No jCotton hosiery, doz 24J,.'<^ 46o,74
Cotton and linen, yards 239,960
Linens do 18,066,267 20,048 434
Stuffs, woollen, lbs *95,9-3 8*4,893
Heavy woollens, do ¦...! 88,o459*. <7
Shawls (wool) do 24,414 90,823
Flauncls do 92,091
Hosiery (wool) do jl 3-8005Silk and cotton do 1 144,00-> .I.p.OOj
The above figures deserve the serious consideration of

every business man. During the first six months ol the
present year our importations of plain calicoes were about
200 per cent, larger than they were in a corresponding
period of 1852; and in printed calicoes the iucrease was

great in number of yards, though less in per cent. Ihe
increased importation of printed calicoes Was 2'J,40J, i-ji

yards; of plain calicoes 18,394,571 yards.
The importations of lace and liuens nearly doubled ;

while that of light and fine woollens more than doubled, as
did also heavy woollens. Silk and cotton hosiery shows
an increase of importation of more than 100 per cent. Ihe
increase in woollen shawls is nearly 400 per cent.

Of the tables given in the Economist that print says :

Thus, while there is a large increase in our exports to Aus¬
tralia, there is also a large increase to the State?, and, accord¬
ing to the reporU we published last week of the dry goods
market in New York, which arc amply conGrmed by subse¬
quent arrivals, the market* there, instead of being overdone,
ore almost bare, aiul more goods are required, lo state ono
or two item* : The total increase in the exports of plain call-
coes was 4<,,012,2i>8 yards, whereof 18,304,571 went to the
SLates; of printed calicoes 61,700,000 yards, to the tates
2D 000,000 : of counterpanes, quilts, Ac., 80,000 in nam »er, to
tho ScatfB 14,000 ; of boeiery, 303,000 dozen, to the States
210,000 doien; aud of woollens of all sorts A 2,281,000, to the
Slates £840,000."

_ JIf the people of this country can contrive to pay for all
the British goods which they are disposed to consume,
there will scarcely be a limit to the wealth of England
Our wisest statesmen have devoted their lives to establish
an American policy that should render us less dependant
ou Europe for our manufactures and a market for our cot¬
ton, grain, and provisions; hut their patriotic labors havebee'u nullified by the Democracy and the demagogues,
whose lead the Democratic masses have followed. Can no
new remedy for this growing evil be suggested T

IRELAND.THE CELTIC EXODUS.
The Galway Packet states that the emigration mania

| is daily gathering strength in the whole of the western
counties:
"On last Monday about 100 emigrants from Cong,

Menlo, and Dangan, in the neighborhood of this town,
left the terminus in the 12 o'clock train on their way to
America. It was truly heartrending to witness the scene
which was presented upon that occasion. It is molan-
choly to ece the bone and sinew of the 'and thus flying
away at a time when it might be supposed sufficient em¬

ployment could be obtained at home. Hut not even the
certainty of constant employment, and the high wages
which agricultural laborers roust receive in the gathering
In of the approaching harvest, can induce the Irishman
to remain at home. It would seem as if the removal of
the entire race from their native soil has been pre-ordain-
ed We arc quite certain that, at no period during the
la«.t century, was the want of labor so keenly felt in tin#
country as it will be within the next four months. The! impolicy of not adopting some energetic means of retain¬
ing the working population iu Ireland will be seen when

I it is too late, and when those who remain will have !».
cient cause to repent that social disorganuation which
produced the exodus which Is now thinning the homes of
Ireland, and carrying to a foreign State the strength and
hope of the country."
Nankin..A writer in Blackwood's Magazine, in the

course of an article on the insurrection in China, gives
this sketch of Nankin:
" This eity, which contains more than half a million of

inhabitants, has thrice the circumference of Paris | but
amidst its deserted streets are found large spaces turned
up by the plough, and the grass grows upon the quays,
to which a triple line of shipping was formerly moored.
It is situated in an immense plain, furrowed by canals.
Its fertile district is a net-work of rivulets and navigable
water-courses, fringed with willows and bamboos. In
the province of Nankin grows the yellowish cotton from
which is made the cloth exported thence in enormous

quantities There also is reaped a great part of all the
rice consumed in the empire. The Kiang-Nan, or pro¬
vince of .Vankin, is the richest genj in the diadem of Ihe
Son of How. Nothing in old Europe can give an idea
of its fruitfulness.neither the plains of Beaucc, nor those
of Lombardy, nor even opulent Flanders."

PtSTattcTivK Conflagration in AcarstA, Manib.-.
The most destructive fire which ever occurred in Augusta,
Maine, took place on Saturday. It appears that about
2 o'clock on Saturday morninp, fire broke out in the spool
manufactory of Mes*rs. Harndeu Ac Leland, connected
with all the Augusta Water Power's buildings at the
great dam on the westerly side of the Kennebec river,
which is supposed to have caught from friction in some
new machinery which hadjust been put in operation, and,
owing to the eombtistible nature of the materials in the
building, the flames for a time had their own way, and
spread rapidly. In a Miort time six saw mills, the ma¬

chine-shops, sash and blind manufactories, the valuable
grist-mill (the best in the State) builtby the late Joseph
1). Kmery, Esq., and recently owned by Judge Rice and
the heirs of Mr. Kmcry, all the dry-house?, with their
contents, the large kyanizing shop, recently owned by the
Kennebec and Portland Railroad Co., and which wai
purchased a few days since by the Water Power Co., a

large quantity of valuable lumber, a large boarding house,
and all the stock and tools of the whole range of buil¬
dings, fell a prey to the devouring element, and were en¬

tirely destroyed.
Among the principal sufferers are the Messrs. William¬

son, Mr. Atkins, and Messrs. Harnden Si Lelan 1, who
lost their'all.
By this calamity some 260 mechanic* are thrown ont

of employment, most of whom have families dependant
upon their weekly eaniings for their support; and, in ad«
dition to th^s, the stoppage of operations in the cctton
factory throws som* lf»0 or 200 females out of employ¬
ment until repairs can he effected. The loss is estimated
at from $100,1)00 to $200,000.
The dandy who was " struck with an idea "

was not
seriously injured, as the weapon was a very -light one.
Such an accident it sot likely to happen to ixim afain.

BOOK NOTICES.

Elements of Analytical Mechanics, by W.¦ H-
C. Babtlitt, LL.D., Professor of Natural and Ex¬
perimental Philosophy in the United States MiutnrjFAcademy, West Point. New York, Babhks & C*.
Washington, Taylor & Mauey.
The substance of this volume has constituted for some

years the text-books of the author's class in the United
States Military Academy, and is now for the first tune
published. The classification adopted.the result of innck
thought.arranges the subject under the heads of Mx-
cuamics of Solids and Mechanics of Flvius ; togetherwith a third part, embracing the application of the prm-ciples evolved under the two former heads.
The honorable position occupied by Prof. BartuetT^together with the merit of his previous contribution* to

science, will ensure a favorable reception for thu» new
treatise. Seldom, indeed, have we met a more beautiful
condensation of expression than that employed to describe
the scope of this branch of mixed mathematics :

"The object of mechanics is to investigate the actio®
of forces upon the various forms of bodies. All physicalphenomena are' but the necessary results of a perpetualconflict of equal aud opposing forces; and the mathe¬
matical formula expressive of the laws of this conflict mn«*
involve the whole doctrine of mechanics.

" The study of mechanics should therefore be made to
consist simply in the discussion of this formula; and ini*
should be sought the explanation of all effects that nnse
from the action of forces."

Elements of tiie Art of Rhetoric, adapted ft*-
the use of Schools and Colleges. By Henby N. Daj-
New York, Baeses & Co. Washington, Taylo* «
Mauey.

^Invention, disposition, elocution, and pronunciation
constituted the scholastic divisions of the art of rhetoric ;
elocution being synonymous with style. Of those divftTtfMT
invention has been generally discarded from most Eng¬
lish treatises on the art; and rhetoric has been almost®®"-
clusively limited to the consideration of style.xuc U.11C1MUS, nowever, *cg»iuca invention as me raw
of oratory, and the success of their rhetorical training i*
to be mainly attributed to their especial attention to this.
department of the art.
The author has endeavored, and not without success*

to restore the nncient distribution of parts ; to clothe
vention with its former honors, ns a distinct and primaoy
part of the art of rhetoric ; to assign to the " persuasive
art" and it* departments their proper province, and to re¬
duce its principles to a more exact system and didatfi*
form.

The British Cabinet in 1853. Philadelphia,
LirrmcoTT & Co. Washington, Taylor & Mauby.
A series of biographical sketches of the distinguish*?!

members of the British Government, now united under
the Earl of Aberdeen. The sketches are expanded into
historical notices of the more prominent individuals own-
posing his Ministry; as Lord Palmerston, the Marquis**
Lansdown, Lord John Rumell, Sir James Graham, Mr-
Gladstone, Duke of Newcastle, Puke of Argj'e, Earltf
Clarendon, the.Ohtjam satis. .

GROWTH,-GRADE, and MANUFACTURE OF COTTOS-

DeBow's Review for the month of September gives »
synoptical view of this subject, embracing in a few pages
the history of the various inventions by which the cotto©
trade has obtained its present gigantic proportions.
By this article it appears that Mr. John Kay, » nstixr

of Lancashire, England, was the inventor of tlio "Fij
Shuttle," which is still in use, enabling the shuttle to he-
driven across the *warp and back, and back again, with-
out being thrown by the workman's hands.

Mr. John Wyatt, of Birmingham, invented a machine
for spinning cotton by rollers: two factories were estab¬
lished, one at Birmingham and the other at Northampton.
Both these undertakings failed, and the machines were
long since lost, no models of thcra remaining in existence-
The first spinning machine produced after the. failure of
Wyatt's warf contrived by Thomas Highs, assisted by n
Mr. Kay, clockmaker of Leigh, in Lancashire, and naiM4
for his daughter Jane " The Spinning Jenny." It was im¬
perfect, wanting many parts essential to its succeed
Hizlis afterwards produced a double jenny, with some
new apparatus, for which he received a P/esent of two
hundred guineas from the manufacturers of Manchester.
It does not rest in any conclusive evidence, however, thai
he was an original inventor.

In 1754 a " Society for the Enoouragement of Arts,Manufactures, and Commerce" was established in Man-I Chester, England; and in the nine year# succeeding mX
model machines bad l>eeu pM<ian»»* for approbatum. T**
society had distributed X544 12s. in premiums for im¬
proving several machines used in manufacture*, viz : rne
eomb pot, cards for wool aal cotton, stocking frwn*,

I loom machines, for winding and doubling, and rptnmnf
trheeh. A poor man of the name of Hsrgreaveii, a vvcay«rI of Stand-hill, near Blackburn, first made a machine wUnci*
spun eleven threads, aud obtained a patent for ma inven¬
tion in 1707.

, ,..V:The idea of a complete system of labor saving ciocei-
nery had not yet been conceived of. It was reserved for
Richard Arkwright to introduce and establish a systemwhich has placed England, iu wealth and commercial
ness, at the head of the nations; wAich Aas materially ajjKi**the destinies of our own country, and changed the commerce mfthe world. Arkwright was a barber, established in that
business at Bolton in ',1760, but, being of an ardent tem¬
perament, enterprising, and stubbornly persevering, wiUi
a fondness for mechanics, he fell in with " Kay, the cloefc^maker," whom he employed iu relation to some of hi»
mechanical experiments. It is said he was then endeavor¬
ing to produce perpetual motion. Kay no doubt informed
him of the machine of Highs, for, shortly after he eng^gwlKay to work for him, he began the construction of hi*
spinning machine. *

In 1700 he produced a practicable machine, and took
out a patent for it, describing himself as Richard Arh-
wright, elorkmakrr. The article goes on to give a hl*te>7
of the various improvements which have been made to to*
present day, but we have not the space to notice nnj
further.

VrLtow Fevir at Avx Cave#..The brig GustHTW,
(of Kingston,) in charge of Mr. l'hillibrook, seatuaw,
from Aux Cayes, bound to Boston, put into thin port rt»~
torday in consequence of not having .a navigator. JosephSnow, mate, and William Hamilton, seaman, died in An
Cayes of the yellow fever; and the captain, Israel Srxrwv
died on the passage, 2Mtl» ultimo, also of yellow fewnr.
The Gustavus left at Aux Cayea schooner John KQliMI,

of Plymouth, for New Vork. Captain Thatcher a»d Lk*
mate, Mr. Johnson, both died from fever, and all the ereir
had left the vessel.

Mr. l'hillibrook reports that the fever was raging nt
Aux Cayes, and that iarjre numbers had died. A
brig was lying in port, the crew of which had ncrly *11
died of the fever.

It was with some incredulity that we rend the node*
of the protracted sleep ot Corneliu* Vroman, of Welter*
New York ; but all doubts of the reality of the slumber
have been dispelled by a sight of Mr. Vroman, who is
now in this Tillage.
Vroman was born in Scohario county, New York, in

181(5. He was a farm laborer, remarkable for strength,
steadiness, and endurance, always commanding higher
wages than the ordinary workmen. There was nothivg
particular about his general habits, other than his pre¬
ference for light food in small quantities to the li»nrty
fare of the farmer. In 1848, in Genesee county, a deep
sleep ftll upon him without premonition, and he hu
slumbered ever since, with very brief and rare wnkiag
moments, not amounting in all to three days. The Inv¬
est waking period he has had wa* sixteen hours, und this
was brought about by medical treatment; but stimulants
and forced exercise in the open air and all other resorts
failed in this, as at other awakings, iu preventing the
speedy return to stupor.
Vroman is now a mere skeleton, though his face in not

much emaciated. He breathes deeply and freely, pep-
spires copiously, and seems iu a natural and orditoary
slumber. He lies invariably on his left side, his limbs
beat, this being plainly the easiest posture. His MIBflokM
are rigid, so much so that he maiutains any attitude ua
which he is put, and lie has stood seventy-two hours is
one fixed position. His jaws are set, and his teeth aro

pried open daily to fee J him on milk, a quart oif which a

day, with a little bread crumbled in it, is his prineipol
food. He has not oaten meat or vegetables since hi*
seiioro, unless it b« in his few waking hours, when kim
first call always is for " something to eat." His natural
eracuations are at intervals of about twenty days omty;
the skin apparently doing much more than its healthful
office.
Of the antecedents of this case, we are informed that

Vroman is of healthful parentage ; that his life ha* be*»
laborious and free f-om excesses of any kind

Most of the medical skill of Western New Vork baj» t«-m
called into action in this case, hut with hardly pereeptibis
effect. It ia pronounced a partial prossure on the brnis»
with a general rigidity of muscle, the teeth being fixod
as ia lockjaw..Ulster (X. }'.) Republican, A if. 17.


